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other vegetables such as cabbage, turnips, etc., I can not complain
of, the Cattle brought from Vancouver were safe when I came
off and thriving well the pasture about being excellent. With
respect to our Summer I can not complain, I was visited by the
lower Kootonais who brought me some Furs, and seem highly
pleased at having a Fort to which they can resort to do trade.
The Indians of the Lake brought in tolerable hunts and I expect
will do well when Traps become more common among them, in
the Fur way the Flat head and Kootonay trade stand much as
last year, but not near so good in provisions, which I have every

reason to regret as Salmon is scarce all over which is attributed
to the height of the Waters.”

In the July 1827, writing to John Warren Dease, Governor
Simpson says :(—

“We are glad to learn that Fort Colvile promises to become
such a useful Post, both in point of returns and provisions, and
we are satisfied that it would be highly advantageous to its inter-
ests that you passed another year or two there.”

He continues:—

“We regret that you have not gone on with the Buildings and
improvements at Fort Colvile, and beg that they may be continued

there is no probability of a boundary line being
determmed for many years, in the meantime the article in the
Treaty of Ghent which provides that the country shall be left
open to the subjects of both nations, is what we mean to regulate
ourselves by.”

Mr. John Warren Dease made a report of Colvile District
in April 1827, from which the following extracts may be of
interest :—

' “Limits of the Department. The roving mode of life the
n

atives of this district lead renders it impossible to define exacttly
their limits, however, to give a tolerable idea of it, they Hunt or
go about from the Saint Poilish river which is a small distance

below Spokane River where it empties into the Columbia to the:

Rocky Mountain and from thence Eastward to the Piegan
Lands on the Missisourie Southward as far as Henry’s Forks in
the Snake Country, the Columbia below this joining a kind of
Boundary line between the Indians hereabouts and those of
Okinagan.
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106 William S. Lewss

“Nature of the Country, Soil and Vegetable Productions. The
nature of the Country is generally speaking Woody, however, here
and there fine Plains along the little Rivers in low grounds fine
Meadowland. The Timber is of different kinds, white and red
Pine, Cedar, Larch, Birch, Soft Maple, etc., etc., some of which
grow to a very large size. The soil in many parts fit for cultiva-
tion. Nutrituve roots and fruits of different kinds grow Spon-
taneous. Considerable Mountains and High Hills line the Columbia
and Flat Head Rivers. The animals hunted for Food are Deer of

different species, Mountain Goat, and Buffaloe.

“Means of Subsistence. Fish, Deers, Meat, Roots, Berries and
in case of Starvation Moss.

“Number of Indians. The Columbia Lake Indians 34. Kettle
Fall Indians 54. Grand Rapid Indians 62, Saint Poils 91. These
4 tribes inhabit the country from above Columbia Lakes to Saint
Poil River below what is called Spokan Forks. The Spokan
Indians separated into 3 more tribes amounting to 222 men inhabit
the country along the river of that name. The Pendant Doreilles
Lands are at a Bay of that name and along Flat Head River, they
may be in number 250 men. The Flat Heads, another Tribe of
about 150 claim the lands about Bitter Root River and hunt
between that and the Snake Country as far as Henry’s Forks.
All these tribes are part of one nation the rest of them are
about Okinagan. The Kootonais Nation are divided in two tribes
called Kootonais and Flat Bows. Their Hunting Grounds are
McGillivrays River to the Peigen Lands. Gaur Dalenes another
Nation divided into several Tribes in number about 15C men
Hunt back of Spokan.

“The Kootonais whose numbers I forgot to mention may be 150.
So that the three nations who occasionally visit our District Estab-
lishments may amount to about 1200 men.”

Within three years of its establishment, the control of Fort
Colvile seems to have passed to John Work, as, in April 1829 he
wrote a report, in answer to questions submitted by Governor
Simpson, dealing with various points of natural history, climate,
surroundings, habits and customs of the native, etc. 'Therein he
gives the number of the Indians in the district thus:—
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Children
Men Women Boys Girls
Lake IndianS e 34 38 25 41
Kettle Falls Indians oo _.__ 96 110 61 74
Sinapoilish Indians —_________ 91 77 24 26
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